[41 Vict.] Acknowledgment of Deeds by Married 
Women {Ireland'). 



A 

BILL 

TO 

Remove doubts concerning the due Acknowledgment of a.d. im. 
Deeds by Married Women in Ireland in certain cases. — 

XVTHEBEAS by the Act passed in the session of Parliament 4 & . 3 w 4 
v f holden in the fourth and fifth years of King William the c- 92. 
Eourth, chapter ninety-two, for the abolition of fines and recoveries 
and for the substitution of more simple modes of assurance in 
5 Ireland, it is provided that every deed to be executed by a married 
woman for any of the purposes thereof, except such as may be 
executed by her in the character of protector for the sole purposes 
of giving her consent to the disposition of a tenant in tail, shall, 
upon her executing the same or afterwards, be produced and 
10 acknowledged by her as her act and deed before a Judge of one 
of the Superior Courts at Dublin or a Master in Chancery, or before 
two of the perpetual Commissioners, or two special Commissioners 
to be respectively appointed as therein provided ; and a certificate 
of the taking of such acknowledgment is thereby directed to be 
15 lodged with some officer of the Court of Common Pleas in Dublin, 
who is directed, after satisfying himself that the requisitions of 
the said Act have been complied with in manner therein men- 
tioned, to cause the said certificate to be filed of record in the 
said Court of Common Pleas : 

20 And whereas by “the County Officers and Courts (Ireland) Act, 4o&4iVict. 
1877,” it is enacted that any acknowledgment to be made by anv c - 5(i - 
married woman under the said Act of the fourth and fifth William 
the Eourth may be received by any chairman in the same manner 
in which such acknowledgment may be received by a Judge of a 
25 superior court : 

And whereas it is apprehended that deeds executed by married 
women under the provisions of the said Act may be liable to be 
invalidated by the circumstances that the Judge or Master in 
Chancery, or one or both of the Commissioners taking the acknow- 
30 ledgment, may be or may have been interested or concerned, either 
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as a party or otherwise, in the transaction, giving occasion for 
such acknowledgment, and it is not expedient that deeds executed 
in good faith under such circumstances should he inyalidated : 

Be it therefore enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, 
by and with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled 
and by the authority of the same, as follows : 

1. This Act shall not apply to England or Scotland. 

2. This Act may be cited as the Acknowledgment of Deeds by 
Married Women (Ireland) Act, 1878. 

3. No deed which has been acknowledged by a married woman 
before a Judge of one of the Superior Courts at Dublin or a 

peaclmble^y Master in Chancery, or which has been acknowledged or which 
reason only shall hereafter be acknowledged before a Judge of the High Court 

of Justice in Ireland or a County Court Judge and Chairman of 15 
Quarter Sessions, or before two of the perpetual Commissioners 
or two special Commissioners appointed as by the said Act is 
required, shall be impeached or impeachable at any time after the 
certificate of such acknowledgment has been filed of record in the 
Common Pleas Division of the High Court of Justice in Ireland 20 
by reason only that such Judge, County Court Judge, Chairman, or 
Master in Chancery, or such Commissioners, or either of them, was 
or were interested or concerned either as a party or parties, or as 
attorney or solicitor or clerk to the attorney or solicitor of one 
of the parties, or otherwise in the transaction giving occasion for 25 
such acknowledgment. 

Staying pro- 4. Provided that if any proceeding instituted before the ninth 
ceedings for ^ ^ Mav one thousand eight hundred and seventy-eight in the 

tificate of said High Court of Justice in Ireland lor the purpose oi questioning 
acknowlodg- or taking off the file of records of the said court any certificate 30 
of an acknowledgment of a deed by a married woman on the 
ground that such Judge, Court, petty Judge, Chairman, or Master in 
Chancery, or either of such Commissioners, was interested or concerned 
as aforesaid, shall he pending at the passing of this Act, it shall he 
lawful for the said court to proceed with and dispose of the same 85 
as if this Act had not passed, except that if the said court shall he 
satisfied that any person or persons acting bond fide has or have 
•been induced by the terms of the orders made by the said Court of 
Common Pleas to acknowledge or to accept a title depending 
on the acknowledgment of any deed or deeds before commissioners 40 
one of whom may have been interested or concerned as aforesaid, the 
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said High Court may refuse to permit the certificate to he quashed 
or taken off the files on such terms as to the pavment of costs and 
expenses as the said High Court shall think fit to make. 

3. The High Court of Justice in Ireland may, from time to time, 
6 make any rules which to them may seem fit for preventing any 
Commissioners interested or concerned as aforesaid from taking 
any acknowledgment under the said recited Act, anythin^ 
herein contained to the contrary notwithstanding, so nevertheless 
that no such rule shall make invalid any acknowledgment after 
10 the certificate shall have been filed of record as aforesaid. 
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